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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Series updated since the August 1995 issue are: labour
forge, industrial disputes; housing finance, building
approvals, price index of established houses: average
weekly earnings; retall turnover and average retail prices:
and new motor vehicle registrations.

Notable movements in this issue include; °

e The trend estimate for the number employed in the
ACT has climbed stcadily over the last six months
(3.0% or 4,900 pcople). In August 1995, 158.500 .
pcople were employed in the ACT: up 0.6 per cent or
LOOO persons from the previous month. This increase
was affected by the trend growth of 1.5 per cent or
600 persons in part-time employment. The trend
number of unemploycd in the ACT rose by
L6 per cent (or 200 persons) 10 12,800, which was
cniirely due to the rise in malc unemployment.

number of dwellings financed during June 1993
decrcased by 1.3 per cent to 616 dwellings in the
ACT: recording the lowcest estimate since February
1991 (612) and the filteenth continuous monthly
decline (from a peak of 1.097).

The trend for the total number of ACT dwelling units
approved dectined for the ninth consecutive month,
with 157 dwelling units being approved in June 1995,

The price index of established houses for Canberra fell
by 2.1 per cent in the June quarter 1995 and
4.0 per cent aver the year to June gquarter 1993,
Nationally, the index decreased by 0.7 per cent in the
June quarter 1995, but increased by 1.4 per cent over
the year.

However, the participation ratc [or the ACT also 1ose * The ACT average weekly lotal ca?rnin.gs l‘of‘al}‘
by 0.4 pcreeniage points (an additional 900 people to employees in May 1995 was $6“'3{;’ an merease o
the labour force) to reach 74.2 per cent, The trend 1.1 per cent from February 1995_and -7 per cent over
unemployment rate for the ACT was on par with thal the past twelve months. The national level 9f average
for NSW at 7.5 per cenl. and below the national level carnings now stands at 3548.50. which 1s an
of 8.2 per cent. 0.6 per cent increase from February 1995 and
3.0 per cent over the preceding twelve months.

& There were 100 working days lost due to industrial . . .
disputes in May 1995 fc{;r thg ACT. Nationally, there ® The trend estimate for refail turnover m the ACT for
werc 63 disputes involving a loss of 87,500 working July 1995 was $186.8 million, an increase of
days in May, representing a subsiantial increase in the $1.7 million (0.9%) over the prcvll("u; m]?‘nh N
number of working days lost over the previous month turnover. This percentage 1!\10rca$c was the highest
(28,600 working days). This was the highest number reported growth of all Stafes/Territories.  The major
of working days lost in a month for Australia sincc contributor to the increase in ACT retail maver was
November 1994, For the ACT, the number of days lost recreational goods retailing. up §0.6 million or
per thousand employees for the year ending May 1995 4.8 per cenl (not published in ACT Business
was 6, compared {0 the national figure of 83 days. Indicators). The national trend retail turnover has
B increased by (.8 per cent over the last 12 months,

® The trend series for the value of housing commitments compared to 7.8 per cent for the ACT.

financed in the ACT fell to $62.8 million for June . . o

1995, a decrease of 1.6 per ceni from the previous e The trend estimate for new motor vchlclg registration
month, This is the fifteenth continuous monthly for the ACT in July 1995 was 1059, a slight decrcase
decline in the valuc of housing commitment financed of 0.5 per cent from June 1995. but 14.6 per cent
in the ACT. Nationally the trend series incrcased higher than the previous year, T\he national movements
slightly by 0.9 per cent in June. The trend for the were 4 0.4 per cent decreasc [rom Junc 1995 and an

increase of 7.9 per cent over the year.

Dalma Jacobs
Statistician Aunstralian Capital Territory

INQUIRIES o jor further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics coniact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06} 207 0315 or any ABS Siaie office.

® for information about other ABS statistics

and services, please contact Information Services on

Canberra (06) 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office.
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, SEPTEMBER

QUARTER 1995/ JUNE QUARTER 199%
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

(per cent}
Awustralian
Capital
Period Territory Australia
Short-term
Jupe gir 1994-Sept. gtr 1994 1.3 1.9
Sept. gir 1994-Dec. gir 1994 ia 36
Dec. qtr 1994-Mar. gtr 1995 —13 05
Mar. qir 1995-June qtr 1995 52 14
June gtr 1995 Sept. gtr 1995 0.8 13
Medium-term
June gtr 1994-June gtr 1995 6.2 33
Sept. qtr 1994-Sept. gir 1995 1.5 29
Dec. gtr 1994-Dec. gir 1995 35 a3
Mar. gtr 1995- Mar. qtr 1996 io o
June qtr 1995-June qir 1996 - 0.8 2.3

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER 1995

Australtian Capital Territory

Australia

Change from Change from

Change from Change from

previous  same period previous  same period
Laiest period previous year Larest period previeus year
Indicator Linit figure %) %} Sfigure el (%ol
POPULATTON, YITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, December gtr 94 000 3017 a1 0.8 17 9385 02 IN|
Natural increase no. RI3 13.9 49 31042 163 4
Nei migraiion no. 615 439.5 17.6 g 798 64.8 1t3.4
Toral inerease no. fOR —67.3 - 214 41 840 -7 130
LAROUR FORCE, Aupnst 93p
Original series
Employed 000 158.4 01 28 82177 0.9 42
Unemployed 008 124 90 14.2 7219 1.7 - 05
Unemployment rate{a) Y 7.1 0.6 07 8.1 0.2 — i1
Parlicipaticn rate{a} Yo 73.9 03 1.8 63.1 - 0.6 69
Long-term unemployed (july 95) no. 2 692 -05 2046 231 782 —4.6 - 201
long-term unemployed as percentage total
unemployed {July 95)(a) Yo 24.3 08 30 327 -0.8 - 34
Treed series
Fmployed 000 158.5 0.6 2.6 8 2829 0.1 4.1
Unemployed ‘000 2.8 1.6 76 744.6 —0.3 - 106
Unemploymen rate(a) L7 7.5 a.1 N3 8.2 -0l - 1.3
Participation rate(a) 0% 742 04 14 618 — 0.8
JOB VACANCIES, May 95 00 1.3 RIN) 537 —-6.1 8.7
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRLESS, May 95
Working days lost 000 0.1 100.0 R7.5 2059 2723
Days lost per '000 employees (year ended May 95) no. 6 20.0 924 83 12.2 -2
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, June 95
Secured commitments to individuals for
Original series
Constauction of dwellings $m 10.1 603 - 556.4 - 29 - 29.5
Purchase of new dwellinps $m 16.3 -7 - A87 1883 - 2.3 - 147
Purchase of established dwellings Sm 40.5 - 116 208 2 9883 32 - 147
Tatal housing ¢ommitments Sm 75.9 4 373 37339 1.9 173
Seasonally adjusted series
Total housing ¢ ommitmenty Im 69.3 6.1) 346 38320 4.8 - 1.3
Trend series
Toted housing comnritments Im 62.8 ia - 389 3 3444 .9 - 197
BUILDING APPROVALS, July 95
Original serics
Dwelling units . 232 51.6 219 11253 - 178 271
Vatue of new residential $m 28.2 78.5 — 1 0483 - 4.3 - 236
Vatue of residential alterations and additions $m 47 469 0.6 i87.8 1.7 0.9
Value of non-residential $m 12.3 4.8 --80.9 7729 -264 102
Value of tofal building Smr 45.2 45.3 — 537 2 090 138 — 66
Trend series
Dwelling units no. [57 -438 -40.3 1133 -22 - 223
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, March gtr 95
New houses no. 16 15.3 — 148 2425 2390 154
Value of houses commenced $m RSN —11.6 --74 23691 221 -99
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 55.5 -24.3 - 65.3 20930 -44 -3
Vadue of totaf commencements $m 1284 S26.1 --534 60592 -16.4 - 4.6

For footnotes see end of table.



TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER 1895 - continued
Australian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from Change from
previouws  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous year Latest period previous vear
Indicator tinit Sfigure (%) ) figure %) %ai
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION - confinued
PRICE INDEXES
Established house price index, Jupe gtr 95 { 1989—90=]00.0) 128} 221 -43 1124 07 1.4
Price index of house building materials, June 95 {b) 154.9 0.1 2.2 158.0 -04 2.4
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, June gir 95 {1989-90=100.0)
Food 116.7 0.1 4.8 113.7 0.4 a8
Housing 110.7 1.8 IL.5 104.7 18 10.9
Transportation 122.) 20 37 1188 1.3 11
Al grearps 1176 if 50 116.2 13 45
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, May 95
(hrignal series
Males 5 718.50 .5 0.6 652.70 04 44
Females $ 516.50 0.7 4.1 42990 0.2 1.7
Total persans ¥ 414,20 Ig 23 54840 3f
Trend series
Males 5 711.4¢ 0.6 — 653.80 0.9 4.1
Females $ 51130 14 34 430.30 a7 23
Total persons 5 61130 I L7 54850 6 in
RETAIL TURNOVER, July 95
Oripinal series
Food retailing $m 71.8 0.6 13.1 17875 23 9.3
MNepartment stores tm 250 131 17.4 88017 --29 125
Hospitatity and services tm 30.7 108 5.1 1 6953 4.6 8.0
All other retailing tm 54.9 24 54 1108 0.6 63
fotal Im i82.4 4.0 9.5 24740 IRy &3
Trend series
Food retailing $m 74.4 0.5 13.4 3 8553 0.7 10.3
Diepartment stores fm 24.5 1.7 43 967 2 1.1 51
Flospitality and services tm 04 0.7 52 1 719.5 0.2 89
All other retailing $m 57.3 1.2 4.0 32255 n.7 57
Total $m {R86.6 09 7.8 9 7575 n7 &0
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, December gtr 949
Onginal senes
Room nights 000 2158 04 0! 9 051.2 1.4 6.4
Takings at current prices $m 18.4 - 2.1 0.5 7969 49 12.3
Takings 2l 1989 -00 prices $m 145 - 152 - 127 624.3 36 57
Seasonally adjusted serjes
Room nights ‘000 204.1 - 316 1.0 8 878.1 29 6.4
Takings at current prices $m 17.7 6.8 1.7 7705 4.3 124
Takings at 1989 90 prices $m 14.0 - 18.6 11.4 6123 L7 58
Trend series
Reom niphts 000 2058 - 1.5 0.7 8 840.5 22 6.5
Takings at current prices $m 18.1 -1 34 767.2 4.0 12.4
Takings at 1980-90 prices $m 15.2 - 4.4 -12 619.6 0.4 1.3
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, July 95
Motor vehicles no. 902 -217 -03 52 915 -1L5 1.9
Seasonally adjusted molor vehicles no. 926 —19.7 42 52 938 -28 26
Trend motor vehicles no. 1 059 -05 14.6 55 042 -04 7.9
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, March gtr 95
Original series
Ciross State product a1 average 198990 prices $m 1 87¢ - 113 2.7 99 887 9.1 42
Ciross State product af current prices $m 2217 - 10.7 34 109 448 - R2 59
State final demand at average 1989 90 prices $m 2721 7.7 0.6 97 154 - 04 53
Privade final comsumption expenditure $m 1 254 . 8.9 4.8 68 115 - Th 7.1
Private pross fixed capital expendiiure $m 241 16.2 t.3 17 253 15.8 8.3
Trend sertes
Gross State product at average 198990 prices fm 2106 0.8 30 104 187 0.5 4.0
Ciross Stale product at current prices $m 1439 14 57 114 235 1.2 58
Stale final demand ul average 1989 40 prices $m 2900 0.1 0.8 103 224 0.9 58
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1333 1.6 4.5 71 130 1.8 7.1
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 279 0.4 6.1 19 212 0.7 13.0

{a} Change shewn in terms of percentage points. () ACT data 198687 = 100,00, Austrzlia |985-86 = 100.0.
Sotirce: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 52420, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0. 6354.0. 6401.0. 64080, 6416.0, 8501.0. 8634.0, REISE. 87310, 8752.0.40.007, 8762.0.40.001.

230102,



TABLE 3}. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Latesr
Indicaror Unit period NSW Vic. Oid 54 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION 000 Dec. qtr 94 60812 44870 32339 14719 17153 472.6 172.7 3017 17 9385
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) 000 Aug. 95p 27665 20696 15154 660.2 8328 2000 79.1 1585 R 2R2%9
Unemployment rate (trend) Yo Aug 95p 7.5 86 8.9 9.7 7.1 Q5 g1 15 82
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989-90 prices {tremt) $m Mar. qir 95 35 324 27332 17 151 7 230 il 746 2127 1 182 2 106 104 I87
Gross State product at
current prices {trend) fm Mar. qir 35 38 906 29 859 I8 674 g 310 12 240 2422 ¥ 237 2 4% 114 225
BUILBING APPROVALS
Dweiling units approved no. July 95 4 201 2 052 2 8657 576 1 203 213 119 212 11253
Dwebling units approved {trend) no. July 95 4 045 2218 2813 510 1 341 224 173 157 11339
Value of non-residential
building appreved $m July 95 3732 131.4 147.9 63 551 95 7.1 123 7729
Valve of all buildings approved tm July 95 881.3 3618 408t 80.6 1719 2913 20.7 452 2 009.0
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTHON
Value of engineering construction
work done $m Mar. qtr 95 | 0B5.6 604.9 664.4 156.8 3728 50.5 50.1 343 30192
AVERAGE WELKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time {trend) § May qir 95  &71.60 644 20 605.70 616.70 643.80 605.90 6£5¢.20 73510 646,10
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover (trend) Sm July 95 34132 22496 1 K225 764.2 9787 233 1136 186 O 0TS
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend) *000 Dec qtr 94 30254 (4094 2 3385 5033 7819 263.0 3072 2058 R B405
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. July 95 19197 12516  tl 368 3524 5517 1 18K 680 1059 55042
Syd. Melb. Bns. Adel. Perth Hobart  Darwin Canberra AusL.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{ 1989-90== 100.0}
Food June gtr 95 114.0 ez 1145 1157 115.7 116.1 L15.5 1167 113.7
Housing June gir 95 106.6 102.0 110.7 1622 99.0 104.5 1155 110.7 104.7
Transportation June gtr 95 116.8 1129 1174 121.4 121.4 117.2 1164 12211 118.8
All Groups June gtr 95 1154 1162 1169 118.8 1149 117.1 1168 1176 116.2
Average retail prices (cents}
Milk, carton, supermarket sales | litre Aug qgtr 95 108.0 (ARN¢ 1110 110.0 1120 1200 160.0 109.0 n.a
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales 680 g Aug. qir 95 179.0 160.0 1710 139.0 163.0 156.0 185.0 185.0 n.a.
Beel, rump steak | kg Aug qgtr 95 12600 11200 L1380 13210 L1200 110480 12580 | iB60 n.a.
Chicken. frozen | kg Aug gtr 95 295.0 3210 294.0 323.0 3240 2460 1500 3020 n.a.
Potatoes I kg Aug qtr 95 980 137.0 106.0 §7.0 121.0 .o 123.0 110.0 n.a.
Coffee, insiant 150 g jar Aug qtr 95 5730 5610 602.0 546.0 583.0 653.0 520.0 568.0 n.a.
Scotch aip, public bar 30 mi Aug gtr 95 306.0 260.0 2420 3160 a57.0 2ilo 296.0 2740 n.a.
Private motoring -— petrol,
leaded 1 litre Aug. atr 95 70.6 711 638 720 75.4 75.4 76.4 75.0 n.4.
Private motering - petrol,
unleaded 1 litre Aug. gtr 95 6R.6 69.1 618 69.1 734 ERR: 74.4 710 n.a.




TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSH Vic. Qld hY LZ] Tas. NT ACT Aust
POPULATION Dec. gtr 94 0.2 el 0.5 0.1 0.3 — ¢4 0.1 0.2
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend} Aug. 95p 03 - 03 — -01 0.9 0.6 .1
Unemployment rate (trend Xa) Aug. 95p -0 -0 -0 - 01 02 0.1 - 0.1
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989 90 prices (trend) Mar. gtr 95 a5 09 03 --D.] 1.2 1.1 1R 0.8 0.5
(iross State product at
current prices {¢trend) Mazr. qtr 95 1.0 14 1.1 0.3 .6 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.2
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved July 95 151 — .8 —IRR — 0.8 330 149 -24.2 51.6 - 78
Dwelling units approved {trend ) July 95 - 06 -09 - 24 -7 38 26 6.1 —4.8 - 2.3
Value of non-residential
buitding approved July 95 228 -27.6 -62.Y 242 125 - 367 —859 0.8 — 264
Value of all buildings approved July 95 18.0 -IR.7 42.2 - 15.5 - 128 -133 - 701 45.1 — 138
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Vilue of engineering construction
work done Mar. qtr 95 - (1.7 o0 - 16.4 -84 - 1.6 253 4149 35 —-87
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Fult-time adult ordinary time {irend) May. qtr 95 1.4 1.6 1.5 0.9 1.1 0.6 0.7 1.3 1.3
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover {trend) July 95 04 04 07 a8 6.7 14 0.6 08 0.7
HOTELS MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied (trend) Dec. gtr 94 30 30 a8 43 - 0.8 24 12.2 1.5 22
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Juty 45 - 1.0 —-13 10 - 22 - 04 1.5 -2.2 — 0.5 -0.4
Syd Meib, Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1989-90=100.0)
Food June gir 95 0s 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.3 0.4
Housing June qir 95 2.1 L& l.e 4 2.2 1.8 22 1.8 1.8
Transportation June qte 95 1.2 1.2 0.6 1.3 1.8 1.8 1.3 2.0 1.3
Alt Groups June gtr 95 1.5 1.0 0.9 08 1.7 0.9 1.3 1.1 1.3
Average relatl pnces (cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Aug gir 95 0.9 1.8 - 58 37 2.6 1.0 n.a.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales Aug, gtr 95 [ N A9 .8 0.7 5.2 0.6 - 5.8 na.
Beel, rump sleak Avg. qir 95 0.6 49 07 - 16 - 1.9 0.6 2.6 30 na.
Chicken, frozen Aug. gtr 95 —26 1.2 U] - 1.5 -39 - 1.1 44 7.1 na
Potatoes Aug. qtr 95 -84 0.7 28 130 - 2.4 - 6.6 0.8 0.9 na.
Coffee, instant Aug. qtr 95 - 17 -4 4.9 —-435 49 27 1.2 -4.2 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar Aug. qtr 95 1.3 t.6 1.3 0.3 —1.7 -05 1.0 22 n.a.
Private motoring - - petrol, leaded Aug. qtr 95 2.5 0.4 1.9 1.0 34 4.0 26 30 n.a.
Private motoring —— petrol, unleaded Aug. gtr 95 2.5 04 20 — 35 4.1 2.6 i n.a.

{a} Change showvn in terms of pernentage points,

Nete: Figures in the above tables are vither preliminaty. fimal or revised (o previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information
Services il the status of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication: — nil or rounded te zero: na — not available: p — preliminary data. n.p.  not available for
publication,
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